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The Balance of Power as a Cause of War 
The constant "seething of the pot in the east 

will not let those of us who have studied the "Yel
low Peril" ignore these indications. It is a constant 
boiling up and simmering down! I constantly cut 
significant articles from the paper, thinking to use 
them in my .next paper. But in two months I've ac
cumulated so much, I hardly know how to cull them. 
And then I remember each one of you is reading the 
daily papers, also. But here are a few well expressed 
paragraphs taken from different dailies. 

* * • * * 

'Vhile State Department officials continued to 
inimizethe probability of war between Russia and 

l\Jatioalist China,and professed to be taking no of-
1 iuterest in the situation along the Siberian 

er, there was considerable apprehension in 
.omatic circles that the world was sitting on a keg 
dynamite.- Price Miller. 

* * * * * 
"Balance of power in Europe today sure to breed 

n ew wars."- Chicago Herald-Examiner, July 14, '29. 
By Brig.-Gen. Henry .T. Reilly, 0. R. C. 

A1e conditions in Europe today such as to breed 
another war which, like that of 1914-1918, could eas-
1lv become a world war involving this country? The 
answer is "YES" among those 'vho, fully acquainted 
with European affairs, examine them from the point 
of view of hard facts, with sentiment excluded, in the 
same way that a surgeon making a diagnosis comes 
to his conclusions on the basis of the symptoms he 
finds and not on his sentiments for or against the 
patient. 

The average American, because of his own de
sire for peace and his belief that the majority of 
:Europeans also desire peace, overlooks the fact 
that the balance of power principle dominates Euro
pean international relations today just as it has done 
for a number of centuries. 

The balance of power simply means that a 
group of .nations get together to maintain what they 
consider to be their best interests by the peaceful 
means of diplomacy, if possible, and, failing that, by 
war. Today this group consists of the victors of the 
Great vVar. 

Periodically Europe has had a general convul
sion similar to the last Great 'Var. In each case, in
cluding the Great War of 1914-1918, it has been be
cause some nation, or group of nations, or class of 
society, has found the status quo intolerable, or con
sidered that it denied them their proper place in the 
world and their share of its good things. 

The victorious monarchs of Europe who had 
squelched French democracy by restoring the French · 
King to his throne, and by lopping off from France 
the territories conquered by Napoleon, proceeded to 
rearrange Europe to suit themselves. 

The balance of power group thus formed ar
rangements to make the French keep their king on 
his throne and stay within the frontiers allotted 
them. 

Our Monroe Doctrine originated 
that this same group decided t 
quo in Latin America. During 
nineteenth century the Spa.ni" 
ico in the north to Chile and 
had successfully revolted fv 
and set up the Spanir' 
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pean balance of power being upset and thereby caus
ing war would not interest us. However, world de
velopments since cause the question of today's Euro
pean balance of power to touch us closely in two 
directions. 

As Russia conquered central Asia and England 
conquered India their territories approached closer 
and closer and finallv m et in th e Pamir Mountains. 
Their rivalry in Europe was a governing factor in 
th e European balance of power. Thus, extending 
this rivalry to Asia inevitably caused Asiatic ques
tions to affect the European balance of power. 

The r ise of Japan to be a military and naval pow
er of the first magnitude caused Britain to make an 
alliance with her as a mea ns of checking Russia, 
which she did in the war of 1904-5. 

This definitely introduced J apan as an import
ant factor in the European balance of power. 

As Japan plays a vital part in practically all Pa
cific questions concerning this country; as she is a 
signatory of the treaties emanating from the \Vash
ington arms conference, the support which she can 
obtain for her position in the Pacific from European 
powers, in return for h er support in the balance of 
power question, is of vital importance to this coun
try. 

When we declared war on Germany and used 
our armed forces to aid the allies in defeating her, 
we played a prominent part in enabling those coun
tries to establish the balance of power in Europe as 
it exists today. 

The constant effort of Europe, and of many of 
our own citizens, to get us into the league of nations 
and the world court will, if successful r esult in our 
having to use our strength to maintain today's bal
ance of power in Europe. 

Central Europe's struggle to reach the sea, as 
well as Germany's desire to become a domina.nt mili
tary and merchant sea power, was one of the prin
ciple causes of the upset of th e European balance of 
power, which brought about th e war of 1915-18. 

Despite our own immense internal resources, we 
have already reached th e point where foreign trade 
is essential to the prosperity of som e of our big in
dustries, and, therefore, to the people dependent up
on them. Central Europ e has been in this condition 
for a considerable period. 

Prior to the war Austria was one of the maritime 
nations of the world. Today she is cut off entirely 
from the sea. 

Hungary, which a t one time in her history had a 
considerable seacoast along the Adriatic, through a 
treaty with Italy made in 1927, has recently gained 
free port privileges at Fiume. To get at it h er goods 
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As the various Balkan countries and Greece re
captured their freedom, frequ ent wars took place in 
the Balkans. They were largely based on the strug
gle of these countries to get sea outlets. The situa
tion was complicated by the efforts of Austro-Hun
gary and Russia also to find outlets to the sea thru 
this same territory . 

As the other European powers, in their endeav
ors to mainta in a balance of power best suited to 
their own interests, continuallv mixed these rival
ries, the Balkans were justly considered as the r~g
ion from th e quarrels of which a European war cou~d 
be precipitated. ) 

· The annexation of the province of Bosnia by 
Austria in 1908, in her constant effort to reach the 
sea by this route, caused a European crisis which 
many thought meant war. 

The Balkan w ar of 1912, in which Greece, Serb
ia and Bulgaria fought Turkey, and the one of 1913, 
in which Greece, Serbia and Rumania fought Bul-I 
garia, were due not only to the desire of these powers 
for better sea communications, but also to the pres
sure brought to bear on them by Austro-Hungary, <1-; 

the result of her .necessities in this direction. (\ 
\\Then it came to the r econstruction of Poi.and, 

Prussia and Austria divided among themselves be
.tween 1792 and 1795, the Versailles conference rec- r 
ognized the Polish desire for a seaport. Poland, ! 
never having been a maritime nation and having but 
little industry, was looking to the future when she 
asked for one. 

To deny Poland any seaport probably would1 
cause war. To separate two parts of Germany and; 
above all, Prussia, by alien territory will inevitably 
cause war, if not corrected by peaceful mea.ns. 

Despite our love of peace, the feeling that our 
nationa l security and future depended upon free ac
cess to th e sea and contiguous territory being under 
our control, carried us from the Atlantic 3,000 miles \ f 
across this continent to the Pacific Coast, on whi~ 
before we gained possessio.n, the Spaniards, comin 
from the south, had met the Russians coming fro 
the north by way of Alaska. 

It caused innumerable Indian wars, the war wiJ' 
Mexico, which secured to us Texas, New Mexico, 
of Colorado, part of \Vyoming, Utah, Arizon , 
ada and California. It caused a bitter dispute 
England which almost ended in war, hut was 
ally settled by peaceful m eans, giving us W ashin ( 
ton, Oregon, Idaho and part of Montana and Wyo
ming. 

The balance of power in Europe today is direct~ 
ed, among other things, to the continued maintenanc 
of conditions similar to ones which have caused Eu 
ropean wars in the past, and to overcome which, o 
this continent, we have gone to war ourselves. 

Whether the great European powers who main
tain the balance of power are justified in their atti
tude is aside from the fact that the existing situation 
contains the causes of future war. 

And h ere are a few paragraphs, written on con
ditions in Russia, by one of our Oklahoma City men. 

"Conditions in ~ viet Russia are unbelievable 
and the state of the vast sprawling country under the 
Soviet system jg hopeless, in the opinion of Frank 
Buttram, Oklahoma iCty oil producer, who returned 

\ 
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to Oklahoma City this week from a summer sp ent a 
broad. 

Buttram was o.ne of a par ty of 200 men and '~o
men tourists who made a two month's study of Rus
sia as guests of the Soviet government. This p arty 
was closely shepherded by government agen ts d ay 
and night. They could not break up in small p arties 
and go to make their own investigations, he said. 

They were merely privileged to see what the gov
ernment wished t,hem to see. In spite of the dili
ge.nce of the authorities, however, Buttram said all 
~he members saw enough to disgust them with the 
situation, to realize its hopelessness and to be gr ate
ful for the more stable systems of government in the 
countries from which they came. 

No repair work, reconstruction nor improvement 
has been done in the streets and buildings of Lenin 
grad since before the war. 

"Outside of Lenmgrad I saw a dozen h eaps of 
ruins of what were once fine industrial p lants. Pro
duction so far as we could get a line o.n it, w as a t its 
lowest ebb. 

"Under the Soviet system of the state above ev
<>rything, there is no iuccntive for a m an to improve 
his earning. If a man raises 1,000 bushels of gr ain, 
the government allots him a sum which it considers 
sufficient to take care of himself and his family a nd 
co.nfiscates the rest. The p easant naturally decides 
not to plant more than he will be able to use another 
season. 

"The people are starving to death. I saw bread 
lines blocks long in the great city, with children and 
old women waiting for a miserable loaf of black 
bread." 

Shere is no such thing in Soviet Russia today as 
morals, in the American understanding of the term. 

"The government does not encourage the prin
cipals in a marriage to even take out a m arriage cer
tificate. They say, let it be a verbal agreement be
tween the man and the woman. If a man tires of his 
wife in a week and sees some other woman he lik es 
better, he can tell his wife so and cast h er off. The 
woman may make the same kind of a selection an d 
give her so-called husband the ga te. 

"Th~ state prefers to take control of all the 
"ldren 'and does in most instances. The Soviet idea 

S that mass development of children will be for 
best interest of the government. 
"At some of the bathing beaches men and women 

appear by the hundreds in the nude. 
"The Soviet agents hold an iron hand over th e 

common people, the great mass of pitiful peasantry. 
The peasant is afraid to criticize anything. He is 
afraid even to open his mouth lest an agent of the 
Soviet swoop down upo.n him and send him to Siber
ia or shoot him at sunrise. The most severe an d con
dign punishments are inflicted for interfer ence with 
or criticizing the government or gover nment agents. 

"I do not know how absolute the rule of the czar 
was in the past but I do believe that the Soviet system 
is more complete absoluteism today than the worst 
of the czars ever made it. The poorest p eople in A
merica are better off than the w ell-to-do in Russia." 

Every report of a murder in an American city 
is played up in Russian paper, as a great lawless out
break, a small labor strike is built to the cessation 
of a state and the most outlandish lengths taken to 

. play up trivial trouble in remote positions of all 

other countries in such a way as to make the Rus
~ian p eop le believe tha t the status of all other peoples 
is vastly worse than that of the Russians. 

Buttram thinks the recent dispute between So
viet Rus~ia and the Chin~se w~s built largely in or
d er to distract the attent10n of the Russians from 
their own m isery and prevent the sparks of revolu
tion within from being fanned into a flame that 
would destroy the Soviet union. 

The Desert Shall 
Rejoice 

(Continued) 
By John S. Stanford 

And that is what it means in Hosea 3 :4, where 
it says, "The Children of Israel," (meaning us as 
well as them) shall abide many days without all 
those things. "King, Prince, Sacrifice, Pillar, Ephod 
and T eraphim") (Hos. 3 :4). 

This is as much as to say that when those "many 
days" (of scattering) are over, those things will all 
come b ack and God's things a.nd God's leadings will 
r e resm~ed. Wil~ be taken up and go on as they 
we~e gorng on before He had to scatter His people 
wluch broke those arrangements up. And which ar
rangements would have continued right along if 
they had not been scattered. The coming of Jesus 
(as the Messiah) would not have broken them up. 
And did not break them up. Those were the ar
rangem ents made by Jesus Himself. Were the "Vlord 
of the Lord." A.nd "the word of the Lord endureth." 
It is a mistake that the first coming of Jesus ended 
all those things. They were interrupted years and 
years before Jesus got there (as the Messiah). And 
Jesus broke up and ended nothing of the types and 
work back her e only those things which He fulfilled 
an d gave a Substitute for. The Passover Ordinance 
(fo r example) was given as a perpetual thing. And 
the only difference now in our keeping it is that Je
sus (having come and fulfilled it) gave us a memor
ial substitute in the Ordinance of the Bread and 
Vhne, which commemorates His deaht as the literal 
fu lfillment of that typical ordinance back there. 

But it is to us just as truly the Perpetual Ordin
ance of the Passover. As it was to them. For the De
stroying angel passes over us if we are shielded by 
the blood of J cs us same as he did back there. 

So in this coming wilderness experience of God's 
p eople the keeping of this bread and wine Passover 
Or dinance, will not interfere wifh ~n tho 1"£> <:t r ~~ 
nullify the retur n of "the F 
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tha t the "Sacrifices of God ar e a broken spiri t. A 
brok en and contrite heart." (Ps. 51 :1 7) . ·which is 
tr ue, and we now offer them as b est we k now h ow, 
w hich is good . But the very n ext two verses (P s 
51 18-19) p oint out tha t in this wilderness experience 
when Zion is built, when Go d once m or e gathers 
His p eople, that "Then shall they offer b ullocks upon 
thine altar." An d in (Is. 60 :7) it sta tes th a t " the 
flocks of Kedar sh all be ga ther ed unto" God's p eople 
a n d tha t "th e r ams of Nebaioth shall m inister unto" 
God's peop le and "sh a ll come up on" God's "altar ." 
Shall come with "Accepta nce" too its says. So w e 
can see when God's p eople shall "arise a.nd shin e" 
(shin e among th e n ation s instead of b eing any lon ger 
ob scure). (Is. 60 :1). Ther e will surely b e sacrifice 
offering of bullock s and rams. "Beasts of the fi eld." 

(To Be Continued) 

As at the First 
(Continued) 

By John S . Stanford 

And these (a m id all the present time and con
fusion of doctrine) ar e th e facts in the case, as fol
lows. Nam ely : 

Inside th e last end of the 6000 y ears (from crea
tion) (now with us ) the 40 years settin g up the King
dom of God, (D an . 2 :44) takes place, and at the end 
(promptly) of th e 6000 years, J esus appears, slay s 
the wick ed , and takes His Church, (now all "puri
fied" and "cha nged" (to immortality ) to H eaven 

~ 'vi th the Lord." ) (I Thes. 4: 

' t of 1000 years a 
' k ed (at the 

years) the 
buried, un

.. ·ound" (.Jer. 25 : 
' 00 ) .;ars_ p eriod. (No 

gdom ot Gnd, we can 

easoning, nor scrip
in all this matter. 
'rely separate over 

this m a tter of the len gth of time (1000 years or 40) 
will (by yielding to th e ' Vord of God) find th a t they 
both can b e right a nd can unite (as to the gathering 
a nd the desola tion over w hich thev now differ and 
r em ain separated. ) • 

So, rea der, a ll th is p a p er , is in tended to show, 
a nd is b earing on the point that this present day 
movem ent of the Lord is to b e " As At The First." 
And ther e w as no se t off period of 1000 years at the 
first. But th er e was a set p eriod of 40 years. Which 
is a ty pe (and intended to be a type ) of this 40 years 
a head of u s. Get this, reader . Let us b e convinced 
a nd ac t accordingly. \ 

~ow let us elabor a te a little on th e scripture 
quo ted above (Micah 7 :1 5) "According to th e days of 
thy coming out of the la.nd of Egypt." The 11th 
ver se a nd the 14th ver se show th a t what is being laid 
hefore u s is th e "buildin g up" of the Kingdom of 
God (Zion) . And the car in g for (feeding) of God's 
gather ed people. And th e Lord plainly sta tes that it j 
is to be don e in a 40 year p eriod. "According to the 
days (40 yean~ ) of thy coming out of th e land of j I 
Egypt." Thus a ll th ~se marv~lous things are to be 
done. "Marvelous tlungs" (mmd you) not commm~. -
r egular event t hings. 

The 16th ver se says it is to b e done right here ( 
wher e "the Nation s" see it. Oh! Yes ! "When the ) 
Son of m a n sh all come IN HIS GLORY. Before Him j 
shall be gather ed ALL NATIONS. That, reader, is 
dur ing thi s 40 year s. 

Now, r ea der, as w e have (in so many different 
points) seen tha t the coming (setting-up-of-the-King
dom) movement is to be this time "as at the first ,"
(Jer. 33: 7) , let us co.nsider another fe ature of how 
it will (this tim e ) be like it was b ack there. Name
ly, the P illar of Cloud by day and th e Pillar of Fire 
by night. 

You see that the closeup direct and uncovered , 
presence of Jesu s, is dea th to a ny huma n being. Be- \ 
cause (except when H e veiled His brightness and [ 
glory when H e cam e (a babe ) as the Son of Man. He 
is a "consuming fire." (Heb . 12 :29) a nd He said "No 
man sh all see m e and live." (Ex. 33 :20). · 

So it is that when H e now comes to gather Israel . 
and to build up Zion H e comes enshrouded in clourl 
Same a s H e did on Mt. Sinai and same as H e 
the Children of Isr ael the first time under Mose. 

T o see Him face to face would kill us. That 
how the wicked finally do ge t slain. Slain by Hi 
brightness (2Thes. 2 :8). \ 

So to avoid anything of that kind (with His peo
ple of today) (For until they are purified and finally 
changed to immortality because of our inherent sin-
fuln ess) H e m ust hide His glory lest w e be slain. l 

So He does this way and we are safe while be
ing led, taught, cared for, built up and gradually 
purified. But when we are purified the resurrection 
will take place and all living will be changed (to im
mortality) (1 Cor. 15:52). Then (and not till then) 
could the p eople of God bear it to see Him face to 
face . 

So when He comes to "set up" His Kingdom, 
h er e on earth (Dan. 2 :44). "H e cometh with clouds." 
(Rev. 1 :7) . And in th~se clouds He leads and devel
ops His p eople for 40 year s. 

Now let us examine some scriputres and see if 
that is not so. First, notice how the Pillar of Cloud 
was handled in the first place (when the children of 
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Israel were just coming out of Egypt). As they 
started out "the Angel of God" (Ex. 14:19) (that was 
Jesus, in this Pillar of Cloud) went before them. But 
when (that first night) Pharaoh was about to over
take them, Jesus in His pillar of cloud removed from 
before them and went behind them and so protected 
them from the pursuing army. 

So it is going to go with us (who believe these 
truths and prove faithful. The Lord over us in His 
cloud is to be a defence, a protection. Says so plain
ly in Is. 4 :5-6. The Lord there tells us that when 
~his gathering and purifying time comes that He: 
I Will create, upon every dwelling place of Mt. 
Zion, and upon her assemblies a cloud and a smoke 
by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. 
for upon all the glory shall be a defense." (A pro
tection). 

That is very plain and simply told English. (Or 
any other language for that matter.) 

And it is not only going to be a defense from hu
man enemies. But a protection from all weather 
elements as well. The 5th verse telling us that all 
this cloudy canopy (above which Jesus sits on His 
gloriolus high throne) (Jer. 17 :12) is to form a taber
nacle, for a shadow from the heart, for a "covert 
from storm and rain." The greatest (and a God-giv
en) umbrella the world has ever seen. 

These scriptures give added force to (Ps. 91 : 1) 
"'He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most 

high shall abide under the shadow of the almighty." 
And this is exactly when that precious promise is 
carried out. 

So, reader, let us, (you and I) do that. Let us 
<laily seek God in secret prayer. Not depending on 
just reading a chapter and praying with the family. 
(Family worship, as it is called). 

So we can see how this Pillar-of-cloud-work be
gan and was carried out. A going before (leading) 
and a going behind (protection). And that is exactly 
how it is going to be now. "AS AT THE FIRST." 
(Jer. 33 :7). 

Remember that, "as at the first". Those "first" 
things being a type, an example of what is to be for 
us (if found faithful.) 

So we can see that when 'He cometh with clouds' 
t is ·what "He cometh with clouds" is for. First, 
·shroud His glory (so we will not be slain) and, 
nd, so that His "clouds" will be a shadow and 

protection for us. Fine and sensible and blessed 
arrangement, say I. 

Now notice the record given in Numbers 9. Be
ginning with the 15th verse. How and when the ex
perience continued. It says, "On the day that the 
Tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the 
Tabernacle." That is the way it is going to be now. 
The covering will be with us from the very start. 
And "the appearance of Fire until the morning" 
(15th verse). Shelter by bay and all lighted up at 

.night. 
(That is the kind of a Lord and Leader to have. 
Then from the 17th to 23rd verses it tells us that 

if there was any moving to be done, that the cloud 
would move accordingly and so always be over His 
people. 

And in the coming case, there will be some mov
ing. Some spreading out, some enlarging of the 
borders (just as it was promised and was "as at the 
first" (As in Ex. 34 :24). God said, "I will cast out 

the nations before thee and enlarge thy borders.") 
So it will be now, and as these changes and enlarge
ments, thi~ growth, this building up of Zion take 
place, The Cloudy Covering by Day and the "shin
ing of a flaming fire by night will move with us and 
over us. (No electric light bills to pay there). (No 
meters installed and collectors making out receipts.) 

"And so it was, when the cloud was a few days 
upon the Tabernacle according to the commandment 
of the Lord, they abode, and according to the com
mandment of the Lord they journeyed." "Whether 
by day or by night, whether two days or a month or 
a year, that the cloud tarried they abode but when it 
was taken up they jour.neyed." "At the command
ment of the Lord they rested, and at the command
ment of the Lord they journeyed." "They kept the 
charge of the Lord." (Numbers 9:15-23). 

And that is the way things are going to go now. 
"As at the first." We will be overshadowed, pro
tected and led. vVe are first to be gathered into a 
wilderness place. "The wilderness of the people." 
(Ezk. 20:35). As the wilderness "blossoms" (Is. 35), 
as Zion grows, as the Lord enlarges our "borders" (as 
He has promised to do) (Deut. 12 :20 and 19 :8) we 
will "lengthen our cords and strengthen our stakes." 
(Is. 54 :2). "We will enlarge the place of our tent," 
and "spare not to stretch for the curtain of our hab
itation." (Is. 54 :2). And as these conditions come 
about, the "Cloud and Smoke by Day and the Shin
ing of a Flaming Fire by night" will go before us 
and always be over us. "As at the First." 

Kindly, Brother John. 

Si.nee my last issue I have had the promise from 
three different persons that they would finance 01ie 
issue of the paper next year. Isn't there a little com
pany somewhere, who will agree to finance one is
sue? If so, let me hear from you. As near as I know 
now, the Remnant will go on next year. . 

I wish to publicly tha.nk everyone who has 
helped this year. I know you feel blessed for so 
doing.- Lucile Rupert Smith. 

The Sabbath in the 
New Testament 

Some have said that the New Testament was 
Christ's will to the church. If this be true this is what 
it will mean. 

Paul tells us that "where a testament is there 
must also of necessity be the death of the testator." 
For a testament is of force !ll°' - , , · • 

erwise it is of no strenP.t' 
liveth." Heb. 9: 16-1 7 
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ment is His will to the church, also claim that the 
first day of the week, commonly called Sunday, is 
the Sabbath and is observed in honor of Christ's 
resuri·ection. But how can that be? All the other 
ordinances were observed by Christ, instituted by 
Him, and included in His will, but this one is not 
written in the will at all. Nowhere in the will do we 
find where Christ abrogated or put away the ori
ginal Sabbath as handed down from Eden. \Ve do 
not find where he observed or commanded anyone 

. else to observe any other day than the one men
tioned in the fourth commandment. If the first day 
of the week has any claims to sacredness, it should 
have gotten in before the death of Christ on the 
cross: for His blood, shed then, sealed forever the 
new covenant. So whatever transpired after that 
could not have been in His will and testament. \Ve 
do find where Christ observed the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment, and how his disciples observ
ed it after Him. 

If Christ desired that people make a Sabbath of 
His resurrection dav, he certainly would have men-
tioned it. " · 

V.le all agree that His resurrection was a very im
portant event, so important that the Christia.n's hope 
is' based on that event. But we have no authority to 
substitute it for any other of God's ordinances .. 

So we still f eel it obligatory to rememberthe 
Sabbath day to keep it holy; six days shalt thou la
bor and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord, thy God. 

ESTHER 
\Ve read the story of Esther 
And it thrills us through and through, 
To see her come to the haughty king 
When he had not bidden her to. 
And we read with almost bated brea th 
To see if whe.n she came 
He held out the golden scep tre 
And called her by her name. 
And when we foLmd he did it 
And granted her every request 
\Ve felt so happy and grateful 
\Ve knew 'twould turn out for the best. 
And we think how gladly we'd do it 
If we had the same chance today 
That we'd be as noble as Esther 
Let the cost be what it may. 
There are chances each day as we live it 
To be as Esther was then 
Standing for truth :md principle 

·~0 kingdom" 

·ngs 
cile Rupert Smith. 

The Book of the Law 
(Continued) 

CHAPTER VIII - A COUNCIL \VITI-I PAUL 
AND THE APOSTLES 

"And when we were come to Jerusalem, the 
brethren received us gladly. 

"And the day following Paul went in with us un
to Jam es; and all the elders were present. 

"And when he had saluted them, he declared 
particularly what things God had wrought amon 
the Gentiles by his m inistry . 

"And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, 
and said unto him, Thou secst, brother, how many 
thousands of Jews there are which believe; and 
thev are all zealous of the law. 

""And they arc informed of thee, that thou 
teachest all the Jews which are amo.ng the Gentiles 
to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to cir
cumcise their children, neither to walk after the 
customs. 

" \Vhat is it therefore? the multitude must 
needs come together: for they will hear that th~i.l 
art come. 

"Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have 
four men which have a vow on them; 

' 'Them take and purify thyself with them, and 
be at charges with them, that they may shave their 
heads: and all may know that those things whereof 
they were informed concerning thee are nothing; but 
that thou thyself also walkest orderly and keepest 
th e law. 

"Then Paul took the m en, and the next day pur
ifying himself with them entered into the temple, to 
signify the accomplishment of the days of purifica
tion, until that an offering be offered for every one 
of them. 

"And when the seven days were almost ended, 
the Jews which were of Asia, when thev saw him in 
the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands 
on him." 

ACTS 21: 17-27 
Paul had very much opposition among the Jews 

who believed in salvation by works of the law. Thew 
men not only opposed salvation by faith but rep 
ed that Paul did not believe the law at all. 

This was natural for them to do for it is ah 
that way if you do not accept anything to be all th 
it is claimed for it, then you do not believe it at all. 
So this report was circulated a.nd Paul had it to meet 
when he arrived at Jerusalem. Those Jews who had 
received the correct teaching of Law and Gospel 
both, at Jerusalem, could not receive Paul if he was 
all faith and no law. 

The Apostle James in order that Paul might clear 
himself from the false report, gave him the advice 
recorded in verses 23 and 24 as quoted above. Paul 
at once accepted the advice for he had also a vow 
and having shaved his h ead at Senchrea before com
ing, he could join the others in the seven days of 
Purification, according to the law of Moses, as shown 
in the above quotation. Is it not strange that teach
ers will overlook such plain scripture as though it 
were not in the Bible, simply because it is not in 
har mony with their creed-bound positions, that the 
law of Moses was abolished? Some who have given 
it notice said that Paul and James were cowardly 
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and took that scheme to quiet the believing Jews. 
Will any true Israelite do such a thing as to accuse 
the Apostles of such dishonest work? One of these 
is one who in later days claims to be a prophetess. 
It is no wonder infidelity is on every hand when 
people of high standing in order to sustain some an
tiquated creed made by men who are long ago dead. 
Paul himself when brought before the people after 
his arrest rehearses his history as follows "And one 
Ananias, a devout man according lo the law, hav
ing a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 
' "Came unto me and stood, and said unto me, 
~rother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour 

'""1 upon him. 
d he said, The God of our fathers hath 

. thee, and thou shouldest know his will, and 
at Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his 
." Then Paul says: 

I am verily a man which am a .Jew, born in 
1s, a city in Cilisia yet brought up in this city 
e feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
·ct manner of the law of the fathers, and was 
ms toward God, as ye are all this day." 
fhis is some of Paul's story of his conversion. 

xt he is brought before Festus to answer to the 
-«e of heresy of which he was accused by the 

Daul replied thus: 
Paul, after that the governor had beckoned 
•o speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know 

ast been of many years a judge unto this 
,0 the more cheerfully answer for myself: 

cause thou mayest understand that there are 
.:welve days since I went up to Jerusalem for 

. hip. 
"And they neither found me in the temple dis

puting with any man, neither raising up the people, 
neither in the synagogues, nor in the city; 

"Neither can they prove the things whereof they 
now accuse me. 

"But this I confess unto thee, that after the 
way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of 
my fathers, believing all things that are written in 
the law and in the prophets. 

"And have hope toward God, which they them
selves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection 

the Jead, both of the just and the unjust. 
''And herein do I exercise myself, to have al
s a conscience void of offense toward Gor, and 

ward men. 
"Now after many years I came to bring alms to 

my .nation, and offerings. 
"\Vhereupon certain Jews from Asia found me 

purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor 
with tumult. 

"Who ought to have been here before thee, and 
object if they had aught against me. 

"Or else let these same here say, if they have 
found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the 
council. 

"Except it be for this one voice, that I cried 
standing among them, Touching the resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question by you this day." 
Acts 24: 10-21. 

Note the points Pau 
First, he was BJ 

ple as claimed. 
twelve days. T 
call heresy h 

neets in their charge: 
'l disturbance in the tem

bad bee.n there but 
· after the way they 

-ritten in the law 

anu the prophets, and fourth, he admitted that he 
had hope toward God as they also had in regard to 
the resurrection of the dead. I can only say that 
anyone either then or now that will report that Paul 
did not believe and practice the law as all were re
quired to do in his position as a teacher of the people 
cannot, as he told the Jews, prove the things where
of they accused him. vVe might say further that 
anyone in our day who will try to do away with the 
book of the law is as guilty as were Paul's accusers. 

Paul is next brought before the governor. Hear 
what he again says: "Neither against the law of the 
Jews, neither against the temple, neither against 
Ceasar have I offended any thing at all." Acts 25: 8. 

Paul's last discourse before he dies at Rome is 
recorded thus: "To whom he expounded and testi
fi ed the Kingdom of God pursuaded them concern
ing Jesus both out of the law of Moses and the proph
ets, from morning till evennig." Acts 28: 23. 

vVill those who read this story of Paul and his 
testimony ever again blaspheme his sacred name by 
denying his testimony and say he believed the law 
of Moses no longer tn force upon the people? 

(To Be Continued) 

Church Membership 
(Taken from Remnant of December, 1915) 

There is a desire in most men to want to become 
a member of some church, to join some religious or
ganization, to become acquainted and associated 
with those who are members of some church. With 
some it matters not what the denominaf ;:, :.• is, what 
their creed or doctrine may be, if they are the most 
popular church in the community that is all they de
sire. Then there are others- and these are the ma
jority- who join the church through a sense of duty 
and a conviction of right. These people al
ways have a preference and seek membership in the 
denomination which represents their religious views, 
.no matter whether they're in harmony with God's 
Word or not.. And so, having united with them, hav
ing their names on the church record, they give to 
the support of the minister, and consider themselves 
model church members. And because of this church 
membership, they feel a certain amount of immun
ity from punishment when they violate any law of 
God. 

Now God has but one church, just one, and Jesus 
Christ is the head of that Church, and the Holy Spirit 
guides and directs the individual members thereof. 
It is called the church or congregation of the "First 
Born." "Having been enroU r · ·~ " ' · - · · 
their names written in t' 
Heb. 12 :34, eRv. 2?-' 
is not surro" · · 
made doct 
God. It lr 
which is. 
holds up h 
of the chur 

"T.' ~et 
men should 
this is the I . 
anteeing toe 
est measure 
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well that those who are' not in perfect harmohy w1th 
the Law and the Prophets will themselves drop out 
of the congregation, and will not need to be forced 
out. 

The Apostle Paul in speaking at Corinth, gives 
expression to these remarkable words as found in his 
second letter to the church : "You are our epistle
know.n and read of all men." II Cor. 3 :2. The Em
plrntic Diaglott reads tlrns: "You are our Jetter known 
and being read hy all men." and the third Yerse 
reads thus: 

It being plainly declared that you are a letter of 
Christ delivered bY ns, and not written wi th ink, hnt 
with the spirit of the living God." 

\Ye therefore learn from the abovP Scriptures 
that the individual who is a member of the true 
church becomes the same as a letter, whose every 
day life is known and read hy all men. And if he is 
indeed written by the Holy Spir it, others soon take 
notice to that fact, and he becomes one that it is safe 
to follow, because he is guided by the Spirit in a ll his 
actions. The life such an one lives is a constant re
proof to the wicked because he lives the Christ life, 
and thru that fact many are brought to believe in t he 
Savior. \Vhere arc such church members found"? 
All over the world, in all the different denominations 
will be found persons who fulfill the qualifications 
n ecessary to give them membership in God 's church. 
They are walking in and living up lo all the light 
they have. They are the light of the world, the 
light that cannot be hid. 

It has quite often been the case tha t God has 
placed His Spirit upon certain individuals and has 
given them especial light, and entrusted them with a 
special message to the people. There was Luther, 
Calvin, Knox, the \Yesleys, and many others. These 
men were all held up to richcule, and reproach, and 
suffered p er secution, because they were considered 
to he fanatical heretics, but we know they were not. 
They all were m embers of some partieular church or 
denomination, and because they could not present to 
the people the light they had, while in the denomina
tion, they left the denomination and severed their 
creedal restrictions, and then God could use them for 
the extension of His cause, a.nd the glory of His name. 
\Vhat was true in those days is true now. If you love 
light, that convinces you is in strict harmony with 
the word of God, and you are bowed hy denomina
tional ties, so that you cannot tell others of what God 
has revealed to vo-u, sever your connection with the 
denomination arid go forth 1n fa ith, and proclaim the 
message you have; hut first be sure you are in perfect 
harmonv w ith Goo's word before you make the at-

·t ten thousand members of 
' <l persecution scattered 

<>rvwhere preaching 
'•n them, but 

mme Spirit 
fusion so 

nat Spiri t. 
n1en now, 
ecial mes

ed, no! 
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the result of 

NT OF ISRAEL 

~I I I I Ill 11111111 1 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

The Inspired Biblical, Ecclesiastical 
AND 

Secular History of the \Vorld 

= By G. G. Rupert 
= = -= The result of forty-four yea rs a student of the Bible, _ 
- and twen ty-five years especia lly devoted to the develop- -= n1ent of t he fol1owing vohuncs: 
:; This library of in fo rmatio n is in c luded in four -

volum es. 

= 
--

\'olume One . "Fro:n Creation to the Captivit 
\1 olume Two . "The Future of Nations." "The 

ing of Nations to Armageddon." 
Volume Three. "The Gathering of Israel. " It b 

to view the r emnant of Israel in the last days; who 
:: arc, where found, th eir experience in the wilderness 
_ leaving Egypt, etc. This volume is complete on that 
: tion and Israel's future. 

Volume Fo11r. "The Yellow Peril." This questio = \\'ell known novv, bnt not so in 1898, when the writer 
- taught the subjec t. Then he was scoffed at. Now k 

and rulers are considering with gravity the situaticn. 
book from a Bible standpoint deals with nations as point 
out by the inspired writers as this book deals with then 
It is now in the hands of many of the r ulers of the ,_ · 
It deals especia ll y with Russia and the kings of 

_ It should be in every home. 

= 

-= = 

In these volumes are the questions for th 
Bible Correspondence School. 

Sold separately or in full sets . Price in . 
single copies. $3.00 each ; postpaid. Union Publishil 
pany, Box 215, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Tin1e, Tradition and Truth 

The Two Covenants 
= "The Old and the New. Between God and Man." 
§ 65 pages, price 25 cents. Very few left. 

* * 

The Four Great Cycles or God's Great 
Timekeepers 

It lays the foundatio n of the Sabbath and then • 
= = 
- lows it through to our day, giving both the Biblical histl\ = and the secular history of our day. It quotes 84 languagt. 
- on the enumeration of the weekly cycle. 36 pages, price 

20 cents. 

-
* * * * * 

The Book of the Law Found Again 
This book is the most complete of all books pub

Esh ed on the lavvs and sta tutes of God. Price, postpaid, 
two volumes $2.00. Vol. 1, $1.25. Vol. 2, $1.75. 

* * * * 

Tracts 
There are about 25 or 30 tracts on all Bible subjects. 

Send for free list with prices. Or write us what subjec t 
interests you and we will m ail you what we have on that 
subject. 

-
------All these tracts are greatly 

or dered in larger quantities. 
reduced in price when = 

* * 

Union Pub · 
Oklaho 
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